
Central Problems in Philosophy: Paper Two

Requirements

You are to submit one – page research paper on Tuesday  April, addressing one
and only one of the questions listed below. A printed copy of the paper must be
submitted in class.

Guidelines

Essay guidelines are available here: http://goo.gl/jrx

Questions

Note: You may address a question from those assigned for the first paper, as long as
the topic is not from the same section of the course on which you wrote your first
paper. For example, if you wrote on the external world for the first paper, you may
write on God for the second paper, and vice versa.

• Explain and evaluate one argument Descartes ([] ) gives for dualism.

• Explain and evaluate the argument against dualism made by Princess Elisabeth
of Bohemia (Shapiro ).

• Explain and evaluate the argument for the identity theory made by Smart ().

• Explain and evaluate the argument against the identity theory made by Putnam
(), and explain how functionalism addresses the argument.

• Searle () argues that instantiating a computer program is never sufficient
for the existence of mental states. Explain and evaluate his argument.

• Explain and evaluate the theory of free will developed by either Hume (,
§) or Ayer (), including an account of how the theory could respond to
the following argument:

P If determinism is true, then no one could have acted otherwise.

P One only has free will if one could have acted otherwise.

P Determinism is true.

C Therefore, no one has free will.



http://goo.gl/jrx25


• Explain and evaluate the theory of free will developed by Frankfurt (),
addressing at least one of the following questions:

– Describe one way in which the theory improves on either Hume (,
§) or Ayer ().

– Explain and evaluate an objection to the theory made by Wolf ().

• Explain and evaluate the argument for incompatibilism made by van Inwagen
(), and the reply to the argument made by Lewis ().
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