
Central Problems in Philosophy: Paper Two

Requirements

You are to submit one – page research paper on Tuesday  April, addressing one
and only one of the questions listed below. A printed copy of the paper must be
submitted in class.

Guidelines

Essay guidelines are available here: http://goo.gl/jrx

Questions

• Explain and evaluate the theory of personal identity defended by (Locke []
), addressing at least one of the following questions:

– Explain and evaluate one argument made by Locke against the view that
the identity of persons is determined by the identity of human animals.

– Explain and evaluate one argument made by Locke against the view that
the identity of persons is determined by the identity of souls.

– What is the problem of transitivity (Mackie , pp. –), and how
might Locke’s theory be modified to address it?

• Explain and evaluate the theory of the self defended by Vasubandhu in Ātmavādapratis.edha,
addressing at least one of the following questions:

– What is the main difference between Vasubandhu and the Pudgalavādins,
and what is the distinction between kinds of reality on which it rests,
according to Ganeri ()?

– According to Parfit (), some Buddhists should be interpreted as en-
dorsing a view he calls eliminative reductionism about persons. Explain
this view and consider whether Vasubandhu endorses it.

• Expain and evaluate the argument made by Velleman (), according to which
a certain type of suffering is caused by belief in an enduring self, addressing at
least one of the following questions:

– What explains our belief in an enduring self, according to Velleman?



http://goo.gl/jrx25


– How does belief in an enduring self lead to belief in the passage of time,
according to Velleman?

– Why is coming to believe the conclusion of his paper unlikely to reduce
our suffering, according to Velleman?
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